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A Message from Mrs. Petersen 

Dear Spring Ridge Family! 

The second semester is well underway as we   

celebrated the 100th day of school at the end of 

January!  Time flies when you are having a good 

time!  Students are making tremendous progress 

in all academic areas.  I am very proud of the 

growth our students are making!  It is very         

apparent that learning is important to our Spring 

Ridge students.  Thank you for all that you do to 

encourage learning at home and for               

emphasizing the importance of school. 

Sincerely, 

Laurinda Petersen 

Spring Ridge Principal 

Message From The Green Team 

The Green Team would like to say "thank you" to 

those of you that donated eyeglasses this fall. 

The FINAL COUNT was... 123 pairs of eyeglasses 

were donated to Nebraska Medicine to be used 

for needy children in Nebraska and clinics 

supported by UNMC in other countries. Thank 

you for your support!  

February 2020 
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February 3 - PTO Meeting, 7:00 PM 

February 6 - 2nd Grade Music Program, 6:00 PM /  

              3rd Grade Music Program, 7:00 PM 

February 14 - Valentine’s Day Parties 2:30 pm 

February 19-20 Parent/Teacher Conferences; Early Dismissal 2:06 PM – Mid 

Quarter Reports are given to parents at Parent/Teacher Conferences. 

February 21 - NO SCHOOL  

February 26 - Book Swap 

Calendar of Events 

NSCAS Testing Timeline 

All students in grades three through eight, as well as 11th grades, will take part 

in NSCAS (Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System).  Results from the 

NSCAS will be used to identify strengths and areas of need across the district, 

as well as for each individual student.  It is important that your student(s) be 

present during these assessments in order to get an accurate snapshot of their 

level of mastery in relation to state standards.  These results will also allow our 

teaching staff to guide classroom instruction based on areas of need.  Listed 

below are the scheduled dates for the NSCAS assessments at Spring Ridge.  

Please be mindful of these dates when scheduling appointments, vacations, 

etc.  If you have any questions regarding NSCAS assessments or scheduled 

testing dates, please feel free to contact Laurinda Petersen at 402-637-0204. 

NSCAS Reading & Math for 3rd through 5th Grade Students & NSCAS Science 

for 5th Grade Students is scheduled during the weeks of March 23 - April 24. 
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It’s Again Time for Parent/Teacher Conferences 

February 19 and 20 are Parent/Teacher Conferences.  We will once again be 

using the online scheduler, Pick-A-Time, to schedule PT Conferences just like 

we have last fall and the year before.  A handout was sent home with 

students on January 24th explaining this process.  Parents were also sent an 

email with this information.  The online scheduler will open for you to sign up at 

10 AM on Monday, February 3rd and it will close at 11:59 PM on Sunday, 

February 16th.  If you have any questions, please contact the Spring Ridge 

Office at 402-637-0204.  There is an early dismissal on both February 19 and 

February 20 at 2:06 PM. 

We’ve Got Spirit, Yes We Do! 

REMEMBER:  FRIDAYS are Spirit Day! 

Encourage your children to wear their Spring Ridge apparel on Fridays to show 

their school spirit.  If your child doesn’t have any Spring Ridge apparel, our 

school colors are blue and yellow.  Students can also just wear clothing that is 

blue and/or yellow to show their Spring Ridge spirit on Fridays.  Thank you for 

your support! 

BAKERS COMMUNITY REWARDS 

Bakers shoppers: We need your help!!! 

Login to your Baker's account online and enroll your Plus Card in the community re-

wards program.  

www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards 

Organization Name:  

SPRING RIDGE ELEMENTARY PTO 

Organization Number: YT880 

That’s it! Every time you shop, Spring Ridge will receive a percentage of what you 

spend.  

http://www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards
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Health Tips 

Influenza General Information Influenza (the flu) is a contagious respiratory illness 

caused by influenza viruses.  It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can 

lead to death.  Some people, such as older people, young children, and people 

with certain health conditions are at high risk for serious flu complications.  The best 

way to prevent the flu is by getting vaccinated each year.  The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Douglas County Health Department  (DCHD) 

recommend that everyone over 6 months of age should get vaccinated to protect 

themselves and others from the flu. 

Symptoms of Seasonal Influenza 

All types of flu can cause: 

• Fever 

• Coughing and/or sore throat 

• Runny or stuffy nose 

• Headache 

• Muscle or body aches  

• Chills 

• Fatigue 

In addition, some people may experience vomiting and diarrhoea, however, this is 

more common in children than adults. 

 

How to Prevent Catching and Spreading the Flu 

• Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water, or use an alcohol-based sanitizer 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth 

• Try to avoid close contact with sick people 

• Stay home if you are sick until at least 24 hours after you no longer have a 

fever (100 degrees F) 

• Follow public health advice regarding school closures, avoiding crowds and 

other social distancing measures 

• Get vaccinated.  Yearly flu vaccination is the best way to prevent getting the 

flu. 
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District Reminders

Uniting students, families, educators, and the community to ensure a challenging and enriching academic environment 
that inspires students to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to become responsible citizens and lifelong learners.

Both the EPS District and each individual building regularly use a parent messaging system called 
SchoolMessenger to send emails and phone calls to parents, including monthly information about 
building happenings, as well as school closings.

If you did not receive a phone call and an email regarding our most recent School Cancellation, 
please reach out to your building secretary.  
 
SchoolMessenger also allows recipients to “unsubscribe” from its mailing list; please understand that 
by “unsubscribing” you are completely removing your email address from ALL lists, including both 
District and building specific emails.
 
If you have previously unsubscribed and would like to begin receiving emails again, please let your 
building secretary know.

SchoolMessenger Alerts

Elkhorn Public Schools Policy 507.13—Internet Safety Policy was written in compliance 
with the Children’s Internet Protection Act. Tech Savvy Parent tips are intended to 
inform and educate parents of technology that may be available to their students. 
Tips may feature apps that are educational as well as those that may be a cause for 
concern to parents.

Digital Calendars 
As a reminder, all EPS activity and event information can be found by visiting www.elkhornweb.org 
and choosing the “Calendar” tab in the header.  From there, click the building whose activities you are 
wanting to view.  

Additionally, download the rSchool: Activity Scheduler app for easy mobile access to middle school 
and high school activities and events.

http://www.elkhornweb.org


ATTENTION
PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

AND VISITORS

If you are taking photos or video during school hours (including class trips

and events), please note these are allowed for personal use only.    Videos and

images should not be shared in any form without appropriate consent from

the student's parent/guardian.  Obtaining consent is the sole responsibility of

the person taking the photos or video.

 

Elkhorn Public Schools is not responsible for obtaining consent or for

controlling how such images are shared.  

 

Please be respectful of all students and families in our school community by

not taking or sharing photos or videos of students other than your own.
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Event Updates 

Thanks for coming out to support Spring Ridge Elementary for our Marcos 

Pizza Nights, Barnes and Nobles event, as well as Jersey Mikes dine and 

share. Your support brought in close to $300! 

That is money right back to our students. Thanks for your support.  

Valentine’s Parties 

Love is in the air! It's time to celebrate love and friendship! This Valentine's Day, 

make the day even more memorable by volunteering to help with the Spring 

Ridge Valentine's Day Classroom Parties. The parties will be held Friday,       

February 14th from 2:30-3:00 p.m. Each classroom will celebrate during this 

time with games and crafts facilitated by volunteers. An email was sent out 

Monday, Jan. 20th, 2020 with information on signing up (via SignUp Genius) to 

help out with the check-in process or to help in the classrooms with the parties. 

Happy Valentine's Day!  

THANK YOU! 

A big Thank You to Melanie Patton and Tami Candy for all your hard work on 

Bingo for Books! Jude Knipper organized drama club with The Rose Theater 

and we really appreciate you setting that up for our 4th and 5th graders to    

enjoy! Jill McClure was a Rockstar and counted all of our Hy-Vee Receipts, 

Thanks a bunch Jill! 
 

Ronna Sears-Fritz and Karamie Vala 

2019-2020 Co-Presidents 

Stay Connected with Spring Ridge’s PTO 

Website: www.springridgepto.com 

Facebook: Spring Ridge Elementary PTO  

Email: springridgeelementarypto@gmail.com 

 

2019 - 2020 Spring Ridge PTO Board 

Presidents: Karamie Vala and Ronna Sears 

Presidents Elect: Tami Candy and Melanie Rose 

Treasurer: Kristen Kelley 

Secretary: Jill Peters 

http://www.springridgepto.com/
mailto:springridgeelementarypto@gmail.com
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Spring Ridge Book Swap 

Give a Book! Take a Book! 
Let’s swap! 

 

The Spring Ridge Book Swap will be heading your way on February 26th!  
 

We need books for ALL readers- this includes picture books to chapter 
books. 

 
New to Springe Ridge? Here are the details! 

 
• Come February, your child can donate as many books as they would 

like to the Book Swap. We will log their donations and your child 
will receive a credit for each book donated up to 4 credits. 

• On Wednesday, February 26 the Book Swap opens! Your child will 
be able to ‘swap’ their used book for another child’s used book. 

• If your child brought four or more books, they would get to pick up 
to 4 different books from the Book Swap. If they donated 3 books, 
they would get to choose 3 different books, etc. 

 
Restoring Dignity: All extra donated books from the Book Swap will be   
donated to the Restoring Dignity organization. This organization helps   
refugee families acclimate into society here in the metro. They need used 
books to stock the children’s bedrooms when they move into a new home 
or apartment. For more information visit https://rdomaha.com 
 
Questions? Contact Maggie Brockmann at maggie.brockmann7@gmail.com  

PTO ELECTIONS 

Looking to become more involved or know someone who is? The PTO is seeking 

nominations for the 2020 - 2021 school year. Please contact Tami Candy               

tamicandy81@gmail.com or Melanie Patton Melanie.Patton@mutualofomaha.com . 

Please check out the detailed information on each executive board position and 

the nomination form. 

https://rdomaha.com
mailto:maggie.brockmann7@gmail.com
mailto:tamicandy81@gmail.com
mailto:Melanie.Patton@mutualofomaha.com
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PTO Election Information 

The election of the PTO officers for the 2020-2021 school year is just around the corner!  Each 

year, we elect a new Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary to our Executive Board.   A 

brief description of each position is listed below.  A few hours of your time is all it takes each 

month so we hope you will consider one of these positions.  If you have any questions, 

please refer them to a member of our nominating committee.   

Vice-President- The office of Vice-President shall be filled by election to serve a one-year 

term as Vice-President followed by a one-year term as President.  The Vice-President con-

ducts PTO meetings when the PTO President is not available, helps with committees as 

needed, assists the President with the performance of his/her duties, and is available to help 

with all PTO business.  The Vice-President is also responsible for coordinating and handling all 

aspects of our monthly Family Fun Nights and also organizes the school supply kits.   

Secretary- The Secretary is responsible for keeping an accurate record of all meetings of 

the organization as well as the Executive Board and for providing copies of meeting 

minutes to the officers and the organization.  The secretary will also reconcile the monthly 

bank statements, post the minutes from each meeting on the website, purchase/send 

greeting cards and thank you notes when necessary, and prepare announcements of 

monthly PTO meetings and other activities as needed.  

Treasurer- The Treasurer is responsible for receiving all monies of the organization, checking 

the PTO drawer for bills and reimbursement forms a minimum of twice a week, paying all 

bills on or before their due date, keeping an accurate record of receipts and expenditures, 

and disbursing funds as authorized by vote of the organization or the Executive Board.  The 

Treasurer is also responsible for providing the PTO President with a current budget report at 

least two days previous to each monthly meeting and for presenting this report at each PTO 

meeting.  

As outlined in the bylaws, the office of Treasurer and Secretary are elected to serve a one-

year term and are eligible for re-election to the same office. These officers may serve at 

any one position for a maximum of two years. No officer, excluding the school principal, 

shall serve on the Executive Board for more than three years.  

The Nominating Committee will present the nominations for officers at the March 2ndth 

meeting and the election of officers will be held at the April 6th meeting.   

If you are unable to become an officer at this time, please consider becoming a chairper-

son/co-chairperson of one of our PTO committees. Contact Tami Candy                          

tamicandy81@gmail.com or Melanie Patton Melanie.Patton@mutualofomaha.com  

Please complete the PTO Nomination Form on the reverse side of this note indicating how 

you might like to become involved with the Spring Ridge PTO.  Please return the completed 

form to the school by February 24, 2020.  

mailto:tamicandy81@gmail.com


 

 

PTO OFFICER NOMINATION FORM 

 

 

 

Name_________________________________ Phone Number___________________________ 

          

Email____________________________________ 

 

 

___  I am interested in serving on the 2020/2021 PTO Executive Board 

 

 

     ___Vice-President 

 

 

     ___Treasurer 

 

 

     ___Secretary 

 

 

 

___  I would like to nominate ________________________________________for the office  

 

 

of______________________________. 

 

 

 

___   I am unable to be an officer at this time.  However, I am interested in becoming a chairperson/co-

chairperson for one of the PTO committees. 

This is the committee I am interested in:  _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Contact me at: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 



For more information contact Lauren Huber or Cecily Haggerty
SpringRidgeCarnival@gmail.com

Food, Inflatables, Games, Prizes & Raffle

SPRING RIDGE CARNIVAL

Save the Date!

FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2020  | 5  - 8pm

We are seeking donations from our business owners and/or interested
families. If your business or your family would like to make a donation you
can do that by:
 
1) Emailing Jill  McClure at ji l l .sladek@gmail.com
2) Send a check to school in an envelope marked Carnival Raffle Donation,
Attention: Jill  McClure. Please have your check made out to Spring Ridge
PTO.

CARNIVAL RAFFLE
Each year the raffle committee works hard to find great prizes

for the Spring Ridge Carnival, but we need your help!

Monetary donations are easiest for us to work with, but if your business or family
would prefer to donate an item, we would be happy to give you a few suggestions.
Donors of $100 or more will have their business logo or family name displayed on our
raffle table.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to this

year's raffle being another BIG success!
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5th Grade Graduation 

Hello parents of 5th Graders!  Mark your calendar for the 5th Grade Graduation 

celebration which is set for Friday, May 22nd.  The ceremony with refreshments 

following will take place in the morning at school, followed by a group party 

off-site afterwards.   

At this time, we are requesting that each parent send TWO pictures of your 

child to SpringRidge5thGradeVideo@gmail.com by April 1.  One picture 

should be from kindergarten and the other should be a current picture.  The 

pictures can be their school pictures from those specific time periods or 

another picture of your choice.  We would prefer electronic copies of all 

pictures although hard copies will be accepted.  Here’s a suggestion:  if you 

only have a hard copy, take a picture of the picture and email.  When 

sending your pictures, please LABEL or identify who you are.  For example, the 

file name could be “your child’s name, 5th grade” or “your child’s name, 

kindergarten.”   

In addition to the individual pictures, we are asking for group pictures that 

you’ve taken over the last 6 years.  Here are a few guidelines:  group pictures 

taken only at school events will be accepted; this DOES include first day of 

school, last day of school, classroom parties, Eagle Report, the carnival, field 

trips, Battle of the Books, Girls on the Run, Destination Imagination, etc.  We 

would prefer that the picture have 3 or more kids included.  Please do not 

send pictures of birthday parties or athletic teams.  Group pictures should be 

emailed to SpringRidge5thGradeVideo@gmail.com by April 1.   

All the requested pictures will be arranged to music and played at the 

graduation ceremony.  Each student will receive a copy for keepsake.   

If you have any questions OR would like to VOLUNTEER to help with this 

committee, please contact Kati Cramer at 812-786-6776 or 

katicramer5@gmail.com.   

Thank you! 

Kati Cramer  

mailto:SpringRidge5thGradeVideo@gmail.com
mailto:SpringRidge5thGradeVideo@gmail.com
mailto:katicramer5@gmail.com


	

	
	

 
 
Our	outstanding	staff	make	sure	our	kids	are	“pampered”	all	year	long.	
Now	it’s	our	turn	to	show	them	some	SPA-CIAL	treatment!	

	
Please	use	the	link	below	to	make	a	donation.	

	
Paypal.me/SpringRidgePTO	

-or-	
Visit	our	website	http://www.SpringRidgePTO.com	to	donate.	

	
Recommendation	of	$10/student	or	any	amount.	

We	will	be	organizing	meals,	gifts	and	surprises	for	all	our	
Spring	Ridge	Staff.	More	details	to	come	next	month!	

	
Thank	you	for	your	help!		

	
Antara	Gabinet	and	Katie	Liekweg	

Staff Appreciation Week 
March 9th-13th 

SPA-TACULAR YOU ARE  
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The Spring Ridge Review  is a 

monthly newsletter published 

by the staff and volunteers of 

Spring Ridge Elementary 

School, Elkhorn Public Schools 

in  

Omaha, Nebraska.  

17830 Shadow Ridge Drive 

Elkhorn, NE  68130 

Spring Ridge Principal 

Laurinda Petersen 

lpetersen@epsne.org 

Secretary 

Muriel Manske 

mmanske@epsne.org 

Editor 

Deependra Rawal 

deependra009@yahoo.com 

Contact: 637-0204 for more  

information. 

www.elkhornweb.org 

Check out the PTO website at: 

springridgepto.com 

PT0 MEETING 

(Free childcare for all ages!) 

February 3rd at 7:00pm in 

the media center.  

Spring Box Tops Collection 

It’s time for the Spring Box Tops collection! 

Last Fall we raised approximately $625 

through Box Tops!  

The Spring collection week will be          

February 17th – 24th  

Don’t forget to put your Box Tops in a     

Zip- lock bag, envelope, or on a Box Tops 

sheet with your child’s teacher’s name on 

it. The Spring Ridge PTO will use this money 

to buy the things we need such as books, 

art supplies, sports equipment and more!  

Watch your Friday folder later this month.  

If you have any questions, please email 

Kim Scarsi (kscarsi@gmail.com) or go to 

SpringRidgePTO.com for more infor-

mation.  

mailto:lpetersen@epsne.org
mailto:mmanske@epsne.org
mailto:deependra009@yahoo.com
http://www.elkhornweb.org/
http://springridgepto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/springridgepto
mailto:kscarsi@gmail.com

