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A Message from Mrs. Petersen  

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year!  It is hard to 

believe that we already have 2 weeks under our belt!  

Students have transitioned well from summer break to the 

start of a brand new school year.  Thank you for your help 

in making this transition go very smoothly! 
 

On behalf of the students and teachers, I would like to 

extend a huge THANK YOU to our PTO for decorating the 

school campus for our first day, assisting the teachers with 

classroom materials, and making Back to School 101 and 

Open House a success.  In fact, 98% of our families 

attended Open House!  Thank you for your support in 

making Spring Ridge Elementary a great place to learn.  
 

Our school theme this year is “Strong Minds, Kind Hearts”!  

We know that through strong teamwork between parents, 

staff, and community members, we can ensure that each 

child will reach their individual potential academically, 

socially, and emotionally.  Thank you for your commitment 

to this teamwork! 
 

Please know that throughout the school year my door is 

always open.  Never hesitate to set up a time to meet with 

me.  You can also email me at lpetersen@epsne.org or 

you can call me at 402-637-0204.  Thank you again for a 

great start to this school year! 
 

Laurinda Petersen 

Spring Ridge Principal 

September 2018 
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No Dogs on School Grounds  
 Just a reminder that dogs are not allowed on school grounds when school is in session.  

Even the most well-mannered dogs, when surrounded by little hands and loud voices of 

children, may react in a way that we would not expect.  In addition, some of our chil-

dren are allergic to dogs.  Thank you for your help with this!  

Helpful Reminders 

The beginning of the school year is a great time to 

remind students and parents about general       

procedures followed at school each day.  These 

will help ensure a successful day and year for    

children, families, and teachers.  Thank you!  

• Look through your child’s backpack and go 

over the items sent home each day with your 

child. 

• Help your child remember to return papers as 

they are due. 

• Help your child arrive to school on time. 

• Call the office 402-637-0204 each day your 

child will be tardy or absent. 

• Sign in at the office and wear a visitor’s badge 

every time you are in the building. 

• Deliver forgotten items to the office, not the 

classroom. 

• Send a note with your child if he/she is doing 

something different after school (car-pooling 

instead of walking, etc.) 

• Come into the office to sign your student out 

during the day.  

Meeting with Teachers 

Parents wishing to confer with teachers are 

asked to call the school office or e-mail the 

teacher.  If the teacher is unable to take 

your call, we will gladly leave them a       

message to return your call at their earliest 

convenience.   

If wishing to meet in person with a teacher, 

please schedule an appointment in           

advance.  Often, teachers feel bad when a 

parent arrives 

at school to 

confer with 

them and they 

cannot meet 

with that parent 

due to other 

demands and responsibilities placed upon 

them.  By scheduling an appointment they 

will be prepared to meet with you to address 

your questions and/or concerns.  

September 3 - Labor Day - NO SCHOOL 

September 4 - Outdoor Ed. Parent Meeting, 6 PM 

September 12 -  Mid Quarter Reports Go Home 

September 14 - Fall Fundraiser- Celebrate Spring Ridge 

September 17 - NO SCHOOL- Teacher In-Service 

September 19 & 20 - 5th Grade Outdoor Ed. 

September 21 -  Picture Retakes 

September - Calendar of Events 
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Traffic Reminders  
It’s no secret that Spring Ridge Elementary is not the easiest to navigate when dropping 

and picking up children.  Even veteran Spring Ridge parents find it easy to forget the      

specifics of daily drop-off and pick-up.  The utmost priority is the safety of our children.  One 

accident at the school is one too many. 

Morning Drop-off Procedures  

1. Students may be dropped off curbside  

between the designated orange cones at 

the front of the building.  Always enter the 

drive from the east and remain in the right 

lane (curbside).  Keep moving forward as 

far as possible.  Please stop only once    

between the orange cones. 

2. Students may be dropped off along the 

west curb of 178th Street.  Note 178th Street 

is a one-way north between the hours of 

7:00 A.M.-9:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M.  

Students may use the sidewalks along the 

staff parking lot or the sidewalk along the 

front of the building to bring them to the 

appropriate entrance.  Please do not use 

the staff parking lot to drop off or pick up 

students.  

Afternoon Pick-up Procedures: 

1. Students are to be picked up curbside at the 

front entrance of the building.  Always enter 

the front drive from the east and remain in 

the right lane (curbside).  Keep moving for-

ward as far as possible, picking up children 

between designated cones.  Please do not 

use the drive-through lane for picking up 

children.  Students are not allowed to walk 

through traffic.  Please do not leave your car 

unattended if you are parked curbside as 

this disrupts the flow of traffic. 

2. Students may be picked up along the west 

curb of 178th Street.  

Please do not park in front of a safety cross walk.  This places our safety patrol 

students in a dangerous position.  The parked cars can obstruct the view of  

on-coming traffic.  Thank you! 

Please Sign in at the Office 

All visitors (including parents) who enter the building must sign in at the office.  This          

procedure is in places as a part of our safety plan.  This includes parents walking their     

children to their classrooms in the morning.  I encourage you to have your children walk to 

their classrooms themselves after you drop them off in the morning.  It instills a sense of     

independence for them.  
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District Reminders
PRINTED DISTRICT CALENDAR CHANGES
In an effort to ensure families are receiving the most up-to-date and accurate information, the District 
has discontinued the printing and distribution of a District-wide events and activities calendar.  

Visit https://www.elkhornweb.org/calendar to view the most current activities and events information 
on the District calendar or to choose an individual building calendar to view. 

TECH SAVVY PARENT TIPS
As students and parents get back into the school year, it’s important to remember to prioritize time and 
focus on schoolwork For students, procrastination generally takes on the form of “multitasking”, which 
often leads to distractions and wasted time.  In order to curb this occurrence prior to it becoming a bad 
habit that will move with them into adulthood, take a look at a few options for apps and plugins that 
help reduce the instances of this current trend.
 
RescueTime: this plug-in tracks how much time is being spent on specific sites and generates reports 
showing the results.  By reviewing these reports, you and your child can see exactly where the majority 
of their time is being wasted.
 
Work Mode: Work Mode blocks access to all social media feeds during any time frame that the plug-in 
is turned on.  What better way to ensure your child is focused solely on the task at hand than by 
making the distractions they typically default to inaccessible during the time they need to be focusing 
on other important things?
 
For more information on these and other time saving options, visit www.commonsensemedia.org.

SCHOOLMESSENGER MESSAGING AND ALERT SYSTEM
Both the EPS District and each individual building regularly use a parent messaging system called 
SchoolMessenger to send emails and phone calls to parents, including monthly information about 
building happenings, as well as school closings.
 
SchoolMessenger also allows recipients the option to “unsubscribe” from its mailing list; please 
understand that by “unsubscribing” you are completely removing your email address from ALL lists, 
including both District and building specific emails.
 
If at any time you unsubscribe then later decide you would like to begin receiving emails again, please 
let your building secretary know.

https://www.elkhornweb.org/calendar/


Elkhorn Public Schools Policy 507.13—Internet Safety Policy was written in compliance with the Children’s 
Internet Protection Act. Tech Savvy Parent tips are intended to inform and educate parents of technology 
that may be available to their students. Tips may feature apps that are educational as well as those that 
may be a cause for concern to parents.

DISTRICT SOCIAL MEDIA 
To better serve our communication needs and ensure that all EPS students, families, faculty, staff, and 
the surrounding community receive necessary information and District updates, all EPS buildings have 
launched social media accounts.  The links to all EPS accounts are below and can be followed for 
regular updates from the District and buildings.

School Social Platform Links

Elkhorn Public 
Schools

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPS

EPS Young Adult 
Program

https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSYAP
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_YAP

Elkhorn High 
School

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EHS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSEHS

Elkhorn South 
High School

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_ESHS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSESHS

Elkhorn Grandview
Middle School

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EGMS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSEGMS

Elkhorn MIddle 
School

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EMS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSEMS/

Elkhorn Ridge 
Middle School

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_ERMS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSERMS/

Elkhorn Valley 
View
Middle School

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EVVMS
https://www.facebook.com/Elkhorn-Valley-
View-Middle-School-557415441267940/

Arbor View https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_AV
https://www.facebook.com/Arbor-View-Elementar
y-School-136900903676316/

Blue Sage https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_BSE
https://www.facebook.com/Blue-Sage-Elem
entary-240794969746868/

School Social Platform Links

Fire Ridge https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_FR
https://www.facebook.com/Fire-Ridge-Elementar
y-School-1949156692005175/

Hillrise https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_HR
https://www.facebook.com/Hillrise-Elementary-Sc
hool-132595107416673/

Manchester https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_MN
https://www.facebook.com/Manchester-Elementa
ry-School-139240350128365/

Sagewood https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_SW
https://www.facebook.com/Sagewood-Elementar
y-School-1544666845570684/

Skyline https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_SK
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSSK/

Spring Ridge https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_SR
https://www.facebook.com/Spring-Ridge-Element
ary-School-185515498695818/

West Bay https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_WB
https://www.facebook.com/West-Bay-Elementary
-School-382449948847622

West Dodge 
Station 

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_WD
https://www.facebook.com/West-Dodge-Station-
Elementary-School-137912326835858

Westridge https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_WR
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSWR/

https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPS/
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSYAP
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_YAP
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EHS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSEHS
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_ESHS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSESHS
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EGMS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSEGMS/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EMS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSEMS/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_ERMS
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSERMS/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_EVVMS
https://www.facebook.com/Elkhorn-Valley-View-Middle-School-557415441267940/
https://www.facebook.com/Elkhorn-Valley-View-Middle-School-557415441267940/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_AV
https://www.facebook.com/Arbor-View-Elementary-School-136900903676316/
https://www.facebook.com/Arbor-View-Elementary-School-136900903676316/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_BSE
https://www.facebook.com/Blue-Sage-Elementary-240794969746868/
https://www.facebook.com/Blue-Sage-Elementary-240794969746868/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_FR
https://www.facebook.com/Fire-Ridge-Elementary-School-1949156692005175/
https://www.facebook.com/Fire-Ridge-Elementary-School-1949156692005175/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_HR
https://www.facebook.com/Hillrise-Elementary-School-132595107416673/
https://www.facebook.com/Hillrise-Elementary-School-132595107416673/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_MN
https://www.facebook.com/Manchester-Elementary-School-139240350128365/
https://www.facebook.com/Manchester-Elementary-School-139240350128365/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_SW
https://www.facebook.com/Sagewood-Elementary-School-1544666845570684/
https://www.facebook.com/Sagewood-Elementary-School-1544666845570684/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_SK
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSSK/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_SR
https://www.facebook.com/Spring-Ridge-Elementary-School-185515498695818/
https://www.facebook.com/Spring-Ridge-Elementary-School-185515498695818/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_WB
https://www.facebook.com/West-Bay-Elementary-School-382449948847622
https://www.facebook.com/West-Bay-Elementary-School-382449948847622
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_WD
https://www.facebook.com/West-Dodge-Station-Elementary-School-137912326835858/
https://www.facebook.com/West-Dodge-Station-Elementary-School-137912326835858/
https://twitter.com/ElkhornPS_WR
https://www.facebook.com/ElkhornPSWR/
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New and returning families, the PTO welcomes you! 

Dear Spring Ridge Families, 

A warm welcome back to school for new and returning Spring Ridge families. We are once 

again excited to provide enriching services and events to support our wonderful school! The 

PTO supports many Spring Ridge activities, such as supplemental field trips, classroom needs, 

Green Team, Book Swap and Drama Club. We are also looking forward to several exciting 

events, including Celebrate Spring Ridge BBQ, Bingo 4 Books, Game Night and several Family 

Fun Nights and Family Events throughout the year. We will conclude the school year with the 

popular Spring Ridge Carnival in May! In order to do all of these, we need your support! Please 

consider donating your time to the PTO! 

Website 

Please refer to the website for all things PTO related. Bookmark www.springridgepto.com! 
 

Fall Fundraiser 

This September, the PTO will be conducting a no sell fundraiser to raise money for the activities 

and programs we provide for our students and staff. Please look for the donation form on our 

website or in Friday folders. Thank you for supporting our school and our students!  
 

Celebrate Spring Ridge 

As a thank you for your donations, and as a kickoff to fall, the PTO will once again host a Cele-

brate Spring Ridge BBQ on September 14th from 5-8 p.m. The FOOD TRUCKS were such a hit last 

year that we are inviting some food trucks again this year.  The trucks will include, Johnny Ric-

coshttp://www.johnnyriccos.com/, The 402 BBQ https://www.the402bbq.com/, and Carson’s 

Cookie Fix https://carsonscookiefix.com/. They have also agreed to donating a portion of their 

sales back to the PTO fundraiser.  Additionally, we will be raffling off Spring Ridge 

“experiences” (principal for a day, front row music program seats, etc.), holding a dance party 

complete with DJ, and having fun on an inflatable obstacle course. Please join us to celebrate 

our school!  
 

Family Fun Night 

Our first Family Fun Night will be held at Oscars on October 16th!  Plan to grab a pizza that night 

with other Spring Ridge Families! A portion of sales will be donated back to PTO. We will have 

more opportunities to meet at area businesses throughout the year, planned by Karamie Vala 

and Ronna Sears-Fritz. Look for more information on our website, in Friday folders and on Face-

book. 
 

PTO Meetings 

Thank you to all the parents who attended our first August meeting. We meet in the school li-

brary on the first Monday of the month. Our next meeting is at 7 p.m. on October 1st.  Please 

consider attending. It’s a wonderful place to meet other parents, learn about the goings on in 

Spring Ridge, and to get involved. Childcare is provided by wonderful NHS students from 

Elkhorn South High School. 

If you have any questions about what we sponsor or want to get to get involved, please con-

tact us at springridgeelementaryPTO@gmail.com. Check out our website at 

www.springridgepto.com and like us on Facebook @ SpringRidge Elementary PTO. 
 

Sincerely, 

Beena Burg and Jenny Zetterman 

2018-2019 PTO Presidents  

http://www.springridgepto.com/
http://www.johnnyriccos.com/
https://www.the402bbq.com/
https://carsonscookiefix.com/
mailto:springridgeelementaryPTO@gmail.com
http://www.springridgepto.com/
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PTO Thanks You 

Thank you to all our PTO volunteers this August! Jenna Shaben made our first day of school 

amazing, and Susie Kaup did a wonderful job painting the school windows as well! Melanie 

Hergenrader designed some awesome new spirit wear. Thanks to Jennifer Mytty for once 

again organizing wish lists for teachers. Jen Read is hard at work securing sponsorships. Jodi 

McShannon made sure everyone arrived safely at school with our safety signs. Thank you to 

Karamie Vala, Ronna Sears-Fritz, Kristen Kelley, and Jill Peters for helping at Back to School 

101. Ursula Feinhold volunteered to lead the copy committee this year and all our 

workroom volunteers started well before school started, thank you!   Thank you, Kristen 

Kelley for keeping our website up to date! As always, thank you to Deependra Rawal for 

making our newsletter look fantastic! 

Landscape/Garden Committee 

The Landscape around Spring Ridge is looking great. Thanks to 

the high school volunteers earning NHS service hours!  They spent 

the summer maintaining the landscape beds and spraying 

weeds and we are very appreciative.  We are looking for         

volunteers to help us a handful of times this fall and next spring 

with  replanting a few areas and keeping weeds at bay.  We 

meet in the morning during the school week and will start     

sometime after Labor Day. Please do let us know if you would like to help!  We want the 

landscape surrounding our school to continue to be beautiful and a source of pride for our 

children, families and staff!  Please contact Jodi if you are interested in helping: 

 jmcshannon@cox.net 

Fall Fundraiser - Celebrate Spring Ridge 

As a thank you for your donations, and to kickoff the fall, the PTO will once again 

host a Celebrate Spring Ridge BBQ on September 14th from 5-8 p.m. Food will be 

available for purchase from 402 BBQ, Johnny Riccos Brooklyn pizza and Carson’s 

Cookie fix. Additionally, we will be raffling off Spring Ridge “experiences” (principal 

for a day, front row music program seats, etc.), holding a dance party complete 

with DJ, and having fun on an inflatable obstacle course. Please join us to 

celebrate our school! 

mailto:jmcshannon@cox.net
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Yearbooks can ONLY be ordered online and are due by November 1, 2018! 

If you have any questions, contact Kristin Lewis at team.lewis@cox.net or 

Kathryn Gustafson at kathryngustafson1@gmail.com. 

Please send any pictures you would like to submit for in the yearbook 

to springridgeyearbook@gmail.com. Include class and grade if possible!  

YEARBOOK  

mailto:team.lewis@cox.net
mailto:kathryngustafson1@gmail.com
mailto:springridgeyearbook@gmail.com
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Hy-Vee’s Cash for Students program starts September 1st! 

With Hy-Vee’s “Cash for Students” program, Spring Ridge can earn $1 for every $200 in  

Hy-Vee purchases simply by turning in store receipts showing any purchase such as food, gas and 

pharmacy.  Send in receipts dated from September 1st through December 31st to your student’s 

teacher, and we will take care of the rest.  Ask your friends, family and neighbors to save theirs too.  

This is a great way for them to help contribute without any out of pocket expense!   A cubby is also 

set up at your Pacific St.  Hy-Vee location, so just toss in your receipt in the box on the way out of 

the store. 

Parent Volunteer 

Classroom volunteer Sign Ups go LIVE Tuesday, September 4th at 9:00 AM. An email from 

PTO will be sent with all classroom links. The links will also be published on the PTO website.  

This is a time where teachers request parent volunteers to assist with a variety of classroom 

activities.  

If you do not have a SignUpGenius account we would highly suggest getting one. We use 

it for classroom volunteers and almost all of our other volunteer opportunities at Spring 

Ridge. 

Below are a few reminders when volunteering: 

Please contact your teacher directly with any questions or concerns regarding sign-ups or 

shifts that you are unable to trade or honor.  

SignUpGenius will send you a reminder two days prior to your volunteer shift. 

Please be mindful and give everyone an opportunity to sign up before signing up weekly. 

If all volunteer slots do not fill after two weeks, please feel free to take more. 

Make sure to check in at the office before going to the classroom or “cottage.” 

All teachers request that younger siblings do not accompany you during volunteer times! 

Lastly, HAVE FUN and thank you for volunteering! 

For any additional questions Contact Mandi Chaplin at 

mandichaplin@gmail.com 

mailto:mandichaplin@gmail.com
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The Fall Box Tops for Education® collection is just around the corner!  

Box Tops is such an easy way for you to support your child’s education. Just by purchasing 

Box Tops products, clipping the coupons and sending them into school, we earn cash that 

is used for PTO sponsored events. Last year we earned $1200 just for clipping box tops!!  

Box Tops are collected twice per year, in October and March.  Start saving now, recruit 

your friends and family to save for you, and stay tuned for details about the Box Top collec-

tion and counting party coming up in October.   

Also, remember to download the Box Top App to get bonus box top credit directly to our 

school's account from your purchases throughout the year!  To learn more about the Box 

Tops for Education program and to track our school’s progress, register at BoxTops4Educa-

tion.com (www.BTFE.com).  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Kim Scarsi  

kscarsi@gmail.com  

Box Tops® Clipping Tips 
 

• Trim the edges around the Box Top label 

• Be sure to include the expiration date 

• Discard any expired labels 

• Remember to ask friends and family to collect for your child!  

Check out the PTO website at:   

springridgepto.com 

http://www.BTFE.com
mailto:kscarsi@gmail.com
http://springridgepto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/springridgepto

